
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7169 November 1, 2011 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 4:45 p.m. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 o’clock and 
48 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

REAFFIRMING ‘‘IN GOD WE 
TRUST’’ AS THE OFFICIAL 
MOTTO OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 13) re-
affirming ‘‘In God We Trust’’ as the of-
ficial motto of the United States and 
supporting and encouraging the public 
display of the national motto in all 
public buildings, public schools, and 
other government institutions. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 13 

Whereas ‘‘In God We Trust’’ is the official 
motto of the United States; 

Whereas the sentiment, ‘‘In God We 
Trust’’, has been an integral part of United 
States society since its founding; 

Whereas in times of national challenge or 
tragedy, the people of the United States have 
turned to God as their source for sustenance, 
protection, wisdom, strength, and direction; 

Whereas the Declaration of Independence 
recognizes God, our Creator, as the source of 
our rights, ‘‘We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.’’; 

Whereas the national anthem of the United 
States says ‘‘praise the power that hath 
made and preserved us a nation . . . and this 
be our motto: in God is our trust.’’; 

Whereas the words ‘‘In God We Trust’’ ap-
pear over the entrance to the Senate Cham-
ber and above the Speaker’s rostrum in the 
House Chamber; 

Whereas the oath taken by all Federal em-
ployees, except the President, states ‘‘I will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office on which I am about to enter. So 
help me God.’’; 

Whereas John Adams said, ‘‘Statesmen 
may plan and speculate for Liberty, but it is 
Religion and Morality alone, which can es-
tablish the Principles upon which Freedom 
can securely stand.’’; 

Whereas if religion and morality are taken 
out of the marketplace of ideas, the very 
freedom on which the United States was 
founded cannot be secured; 

Whereas as President Eisenhower said and 
President Ford later repeated, ‘‘Without 
God, there could be no American form of 
government, nor, an American way of life.’’; 
and 

Whereas President John F. Kennedy said, 
‘‘The guiding principle and prayer of this Na-
tion has been, is now, and ever shall be ‘In 
God We Trust.’ ’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress reaffirms 
‘‘In God We Trust’’ as the official motto of 
the United States and supports and encour-
ages the public display of the national motto 
in all public buildings, public schools, and 
other government institutions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on House Concurrent Resolution 13 cur-
rently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
When our Declaration of Independ-

ence was penned, it was unique in that 
the writers of that document recog-
nized that the rights that we have as 
American citizens didn’t come from 
some committee in this body, some 
resolution, or even from the king, but 
rather came from God himself. In 1814 
during the War of 1812, Francis Scott 
Key noticed through the battle fires 
that were going on a unique thing and 
began to pen what would become our 
national anthem when he wrote ‘‘The 
Star Spangled Banner’’ and mentioned 
that ‘‘In God We Trust’’ was the motto 
of this great Nation. 

The 39th Congress of the United 
States in 1865 during the Civil War 
which threatened to tear this Nation 
apart authorized ‘‘In God We Trust’’ to 
be placed on certain coins, including 
the dollar, the half dollar, and the 
quarter dollar. 

The 43rd Congress in 1873 authorized 
‘‘In God We Trust’’ to be placed on 
coins as the Secretary of Commerce 
would so desire, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

In the 60th Congress in 1908, Congress 
mandated that ‘‘In God We Trust’’ be 
placed on all gold and silver coins. 

In the 82nd Congress in 1951, the Sen-
ate Chamber demanded and authorized 
and then had ‘‘In God We Trust’’ placed 
over the entrance door in the Senate 
Chamber. 

In the 84th Congress in 1955, Congress 
enacted and President Eisenhower ap-

proved legislation requiring the motto 
to appear on all coins and currency. 

In the 84th Congress in 1956, Congress 
officially adopted ‘‘In God We Trust’’ 
as the national motto of the United 
States. And in that Congress, the Sen-
ate said it was important for the spir-
itual and psychological value of the 
country to have a clear and well-de-
fined national motto. 

In the 87th Congress, this body au-
thorized ‘‘In God We Trust’’ to be 
placed right behind where you’re stand-
ing, where it still stands today. 

In the 107th Congress, we reaffirmed 
the Pledge of Allegiance and once 
again our national motto. 

And in the 109th Congress, the Senate 
reaffirmed the national motto. 

In the 110th Congress in 2007, Con-
gress said that on the dollar coin, we 
had to put ‘‘In God We Trust’’ from the 
edge of coin back to where it belonged 
on the front or back of the coin. 

And in the 111th Congress in 2009, 
this body authorized ‘‘In God We 
Trust’’ to be in the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter and mandated it be placed in there. 

Mr. Speaker, so what brings us to 
today? Well, unfortunately, there are a 
number of public officials who forget 
what the national motto is, whether 
intentionally or unintentionally. There 
are those who have become confused as 
to whether or not it can still be placed 
on our buildings, whether it can be 
placed in our school classrooms. Al-
most a year ago, the President, in 
making a speech across the world, said 
that our national motto was ‘‘E 
Pluribus Unum.’’ When the Visitor 
Center was opened, was tried to be 
opened, $621 million of taxpayer 
money, a part of this very structure 
that you and I are standing in here 
now, they did not have the national 
motto in there. In fact, they inscribed 
in the stones that our national motto 
was ‘‘E Pluribus Unum.’’ 

We have because of those kinds of 
omissions many people confused today, 
asking when we changed it, what hap-
pened to it, can they still display it in 
rooms. So we believe that today it’s 
fitting that we come together as a Con-
gress and reaffirm that great national 
motto, do what the Senate did just a 
few years ago, and once again make 
clear to the people in this country that 
our national motto is ‘‘In God We 
Trust’’ and encourage them to proudly 
display that motto. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I hope and 
urge the adoption of this measure, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Although the American people are 
concerned about restoring our economy 
and creating jobs, today we are return-
ing to irrelevant issues that do nothing 
to promote economic growth and put 
Americans back to work. We have seen 
this before. 

In the 107th Congress, we passed a 
bill to reaffirm the phrase ‘‘One Na-
tion, under God’’ in the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and reaffirm the national 
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